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centralised generation and transmission. The rules should ensure we only 
encourage DG where it genuinely delivers lower long-term costs for all 
consumers. 

5. Societal value of rooftop solar and batteries Rooftops are currently wasted 
space. Shifting more generation and storage into urban environments where 
people live is a no-brainer for resilience, reduced transmission losses, and local 
energy security. New Zealand should be actively encouraging sensible 
investment in distributed solar and storage rather than making it more expensive 
through pricing changes. 

6. Vagueness in the rules and potential for abuse The legislation and principles 
seem quite high-level. This gives lines companies significant flexibility, which 
risks being abused through high fixed charges for DG customers or stingy 
rebates. Strong, clear monitoring and enforcement by the Authority will be 
essential. 

Additional points I would like the Authority to consider: 

• Strong, time-varying rebates that genuinely reward exports during genuine 
network peak periods (especially winter evenings) would help align incentives 
and reduce the push toward off-grid solutions. 

• The rules should explicitly protect and encourage small-scale household DG 
(<45 kW) as a public good, given the resilience and environmental benefits. 

• Greater transparency and standardisation in how lines companies calculate and 
publish DG-related charges and rebates would build trust. 

I support pricing that fairly reflects costs and benefits, but it must be balanced so that 
New Zealand continues to grow distributed generation rather than discourage it. Poorly 
calibrated rules could slow the very efficient investment the proposals aim to promote. 

I have read the factsheet and recommend the Authority carefully model the combined 
impact of new charges + rebates on typical household solar + battery systems, as well 
as the potential rate of grid defection under different scenarios. 

 

Ngā mihi, 

Nikita,  

 




