


Allowing for distributors to set lower default limits than 10kW where appropriate using an industry-
developed export limits assessment methodology, might be needed in specific situations but it should
not be used as a way for EDBs to avoid improving network management approaches to support more
customer solar investment and continuing to impose arbitrary unnecessary export limits.  Electricity
Authority scrutiny should be applied here, to monitor use.

Higher export limits will have widespread benefits for all New Zealanders and strengthen the
resilience of the electricity supply. For example, distributed generation can increase the energy
resilience of local communities by reducing reliance on electricity generated from centralised, grid-
scale generation. Plus solar and battery systems can provide essential back up if there is a power
outage, providing power for essential communications, EV charging and basic needs.

The country is screaming out for more generation, and we know there is currently spare solar energy
being curtailed by the networks that could be helping, especially in a dry year. We want to encourage
the biggest possible solar systems because it reduces the costs for the homeowner and for everyone
else on the network and higher export limits will help do that. 

I support the Electricity Authority proposal to prohibit distributors from imposing any limits on the
nameplate capacity of installed distributed generation.  Limiting how much solar customers install for
their own use is unnecessary and does not maximise benefits to customers. Larger solar systems
can be designed to provide optimal supply and battery storage, and exports back to the grid via the
inverter are limited so they don’t breach required export limits.

As a current participant in the Ara Ake/PowerCo Community Energy Activator, I would like to re-
emphasise the need for further work on export limits for community projects generating in the 10 –
100kW range.  We need a specific set of guidelines to ensure that community generation projects
can connect to the grid and sell energy in a clear, fair, simple way. 

I am currently working on a project for Taranaki wide Solar in Schools. As part of the research, we are
attending a variety of site visits.  We are seeing forward thinking communities who have setup solar
installations on schools and marae.  They are often generating large amounts of energy but not being
fairly compensated (ie not receiving payment for electricity generation) or facing large crippling lines
charges due to ‘business designation’.  While some of these may be technical/management
continuity issues, it highlights the technical and legal vulnerability of community groups that EDBs
and power companies are exploiting knowingly or otherwise.  This risk is slowing solar projects by
otherwise interested parties.   

Thank you for your time and consideration, I look forward to an energetic future.

Kristin D’Agostino




