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It is clear from this pattern that the transmission and power companies are extremely 
unhappy that their revenue from solar customers has fallen and are acting to claw it 
back. I do not trust them at all to fairly allocate the actual costs of providing local 
transmission for solar households.  

 

More, with the deepest respect, I am highly sceptical that your oversight will ever rectify 
their intense bias, since you have approved all the inappropriate penal increases to 
date.  

 

Finally, it might be argued that the provision to pay more for solar exported at peak times 
will help improve the payback for solar. This is self-evidently wrong. In most cases peak 
electricity consumption is outside the peak of solar. This is well known and widely 
referred to as the Duck curve. Thus, any increase in solar export rates will be trivial and 
limited to a short window in time. 

 

In my family’s case, we have a battery, so that we consume our own power at peak 
times, and do not export. It would require an improbable differential to justify using our 
battery to export power at these times. I cannot see it ever being the case. Thus, this is a 
well intentioned nullity, of no real world impact. 

 

In summary, the changes in line changes to date have severely penalised household 
solar, to the point that the financial case is now extremely dubious and there is no 
realistic chance of any trade off in better rates for exported power. 

 

I call on you to abandon these damaging proposals and bring back the lower user rates 
before it is too late. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Professor Alistair Gunn 

 




