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3. Update: Review of contingent storage arrangements  

Key points 

3.1. The System Operator submitted its final proposal to update the triggers for accessing 

contingent storage in December 2025. 

3.2. These arrangements are captured in the Security of Supply Forecasting and 

Information Policy (SOSFIP). 

3.3. The Authority is responsible for approving the System Operator’s final proposal. 

3.4. We will release our decision late February. 

The proposed changes will improve security of supply reporting and provide better 

certainty for participants 

3.5. Overall, we consider the System Operator has proposed material improvements to 

the contingent storage release boundary buffer, and the changes are compatible with 

the current approach to coordinating security of supply. 

3.6. Most submitters supported the proposal although Meridian considers that the 

proposal does not go far enough and contingent storage should be triggered even 

earlier. 

3.7. Meridian’s arguments come back to resource consent issues rather than regulatory 

matters. It is seeking resource consent via the Fast-track panel to enable it to use the 

contingent water in Lake Pūkaki without reference to the controls in the SOSFIP for 

the next three years. 

3.8. The Authority has indicated to the Fast-track panel that we would like to be invited to 

submit on the application to ensure consistency with the SOSFIP. Any changes to 

resource consents governing contingent storage volumes will require subsequent 

amendments to the SOSFIP.  

3.9. Clearer rules and earlier access to contingent storage would provide the market with 

confidence that contingent storage will be available to be used when needed. The 

trade-off is ensuring that contingent storage is not used too early, resulting in 

consumers failing to get the price signals to start conserving power. If this happens 

there may be insufficient storage available when it is needed most. 
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5. Appendix A – League table - shift to 10kW export limits:  

5.1. View the table online here:  

 

 




