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Memo 

To: Anna Kominick 
From: Allen Davison; Grant Benvenuti 
Date: 20 September 2023 
Subject: Smart inverters and balcony solar 

GM Name: Tim Sparks Signature: xxxx Date: xxxx 

Purpose 

To suggest you discuss the timing for amending the EECA Act with the Minister of Energy. 
This change would promote greater flexibility of electricity use on networks, and to support 
the uptake of balcony solar. 

Discussion 

Context: Draft document 2025
2023 incorrect (autofill)
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EECA could support the uptake of balcony solar 

As balcony solar exports to networks, it must meet Code requirements. However, as it is a 
consumer-installed product, it is difficult to ensure it complies. Similarly, as electricians are 
not involved, it is difficult to determine compliance with electricity safety regulations.  

As a regulator of products, EECA would be able to work with the Authority and MBIE to 
ensure balcony solar meets legal requirements and is safe. This would support the uptake 
of balcony solar but cannot occur until MBIE has updated the EECA Act.  

Proposed action 

Given the importance of smart products, you may want to speak to the Minister of Energy 
to enquire when the amendment to the EECA Act will be completed.  

Recommendations 

It is recommended that you:  

1. discuss the amendment to the EECA Act with the Minister for Energy. 

 
1 Equipment Energy Efficiency (E3) Programme | EECA 
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Sarah Gillies  
Chief Executive 

Signature: 

Approved/Not approved:  Date:      /     / 
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Review A Fairer, Cheaper Electricity System: SEANZ Policy Framework 2026 
Out of scope
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Balcony solar (BS) 

• Paper is pro-BS 
• States electrical regulations in Australia/NZ currently prevent the installation of 

BS and storage 
o this statement may be solely referring to WorkSafe requirements  
o BS can be installed under the Code, but in practice may struggle to meet 

Code and distributor requirements 
• Paper argues Australia needs to change regulations as NZ market is not 

sufficiently large to change BS manufacturing behaviour  
• Framework cites some standards as choke points 

o includes AS/NZS 4777 (Parts 1 and 2) which are required for Part 6 
streamlined applications (paper doesn’t note distributors can accept 
different standards for Part 1 applications) 

o framework doesn’t discuss whether equivalent international standards 
(to 4777) might offer a solution 

• SEANZ wants: 
o no need for distributor to approve BS – instead consumers use a simple, 

free online notification portal to distributors, with immediate turnaround 
for installation 

o streamlined metering processes (no details provided) 
o tenancy law change so landlords cannot stop tenants installing BS 
o government incentive of $500 per kW ($200-400 per system) for modules 

and $1 per Watt for storage (this seems ambitious given BS Is not 
currently sold in NZ)  
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• Authority is considering BS and the role of the Code, if any, in stage 2B of the 
Network connections project. We will take SEANZ comments into account. 
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