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Your request

Thank you for your request, received on 16 June 2026, under the Official Information Act 1982 (the
Act) for the following information:

e “Since 23 November 2023:
How many working groups, advisory groups, reference groups, expert panels,
stakeholder groups, or similar bodies administered by your agency have required
participants to sign a non-disclosure agreement (NDA), confidentiality agreement, or
confidentiality undertaking as a condition of participation?
Please provide the figure for each of:
23 November 2023 to 31 December 2023
2024
2025
2026 to date
Please provide any current policy, guidance, or criteria governing when such
agreements may be required.
Please send the information electronically in a fully searchable format.”

Our response

The Electricity Authority Te Mana Hiko (Authority) has seven advisory or technical groups that
provide specialist technical advice and recommendations to our Board. Four additional groups
have operated since 2023 but are no longer active. Information about these groups is available at
https://www.ea.govt.nz/about-us/our-people/our-advisory-and-technical-groups/

Statutory advisory groups

We currently administer two statutory advisory groups established under the Electricity Industry Act
2010, namely the Electricity Authority Advisory Group and the Security and Reliability Council.

All members must agree to comply with terms of references and an advisory group charter and do
not enter into separate confidentiality agreements or NDAs. The terms of reference for can be
found here:

e Electricity Authority Advisory Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/5341/TOR Electricity Authority AdvisoryGroup.pdf

e Security and Reliability Council (and some disestablished statutory advisory groups) -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/514/Terms of reference for the Security and Reliab
ility Council and other advisory groups.pdf




Relevantly:

¢ The terms of reference note that members are appointed in their individual capacity based
on their expertise, rather than on behalf of their organisations, and are expected to
provide independent advice as a group and act in the best interests of the group. They
have no media relations role and must not speak on behalf of the Authority.

¢ The members are subject to certain provisions of the Crown Entities Act 2004, including
the duty not to disclose information obtained in their capacity as a member of the statutory
advisory group that would not otherwise be available to them (see section 57 of the Crown
Entities Act 2004).

e The terms of reference note that information is subject to the Official Information Act 1989
and will not be treated as confidential unless there are grounds for doing so.

¢ In practice, confidential information shared with the group (by the Authority or other group
members) is identified as such on a case-by case basis and expectations on maintaining
confidentiality is communicated at the time.

Technical advisory groups

The Authority also administers a number of non-statutory technical advisory groups established in
relation to specific matters under consideration by the Authority.

As with the statutory advisory groups, members are selected for their individual expertise, rather
than on behalf of their organisation. Again, the terms of reference note that information shared with
the groups is subject to the Official Information Act and is not treated confidential unless specified.
Some terms of reference include an expectation that members keep information and reports
confidential until after meeting minutes are published unless identified as confidential (in which
case minutes will record that information by oblique reference). Any confidential information shared
with the groups is identified on a case-by-case basis.

Links to the respective terms of reference are set out below:

o Common Quality Technical Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/3181/Terms of Reference for the FSR Common Q
uality Technical Group CT9iW1Q.pdf

¢ Distribution Connection Pricing Technical Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/4851/DCPTG Terms of Reference - updated.pdf

These terms of interest include a Competition Law and Information Protocol at Appendix
One which is intended to manage competition law and NZ Listing Rules risks.

o Network Services Technical Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/9163/Network Services Technical Group -
terms of reference.pdf

o Standardised Demand Flexibility Product Co-design Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/8611/Proposed Terms of Reference Standardised
Demand Flexibility Product.pdf

These terms of ref erence include a Competition Law and Information Protocol attached at
Appendix One.



¢ Switch and Data Formats Group -
https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/5698/SDFG Terms of reference 2024 2.pdf

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
freephone 0800 802 602.

As this information may be of interest to other members of the public, the Authority may proactively
release a copy of this response on our website. All personal data, including your name and contact
details, will be removed before publication.

If you'd like to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact us by emailing
oia@ea.govt.nz.
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