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CONSULTATION PAPER – CONNECTION PRICING FURTHER REFORM 

Network Waitaki welcomes the opportunity to provide comments to the “Further 
reform of distribution connection pricing” consultation.   

Network Waitaki also generally supports the submission made by the Electricity 
Networks Aotearoa (ENA). 

Network Waitaki supports efficient, transparent and evidence-based connection 
pricing. We recognise the Authority’s role in ensuring connection pricing settings 
appropriately balance the interests of new connectees and existing consumers. 

However, Network Waitaki considers that further reform should be targeted, 
proportionate and supported by clear evidence of material and widespread issues. The 
fast-track connection pricing measures already introduce significant new 
requirements, including capacity rates, connection charge reconciliations and greater 
pricing methodology transparency. These measures should be given time to operate 
before further prescriptive reform is considered. 

We are concerned that more prescription could increase compliance costs, complexity 
and create unintended consequences for customers (having to pay for compliance 
cost). Connection pricing is highly dependent on local network circumstances, 
customer requirements and the nature of the works required. 

Network Waitaki therefore supports a principles-based approach focused on 
transparency and clear explanation. Distributor flexibility must be preserved, 
particularly for recovering customer-specific costs, recovery of shared upstream 
network capacity costs, and managing genuine commercial or asset stranding risks. 

Network Waitaki’s detailed responses to the consultation questions are provided in 
Appendix A. 

Please contact us if you have any questions or require any clarification on our 
response. 

Sincerely 

 

 




























