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Exploring plug-in generation and Code improvements for export limits and 
connection processes 

 

Meridian Energy welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the Electricity Authority's 

consultation on plug-in generation.  

 

Meridian supports a proportionate regulatory and compliance regime for plug-in generation. 

We therefore favour a practical approach, which focuses on addressing genuine safety and 

network risks while avoiding unnecessary barriers to adoption, and the effectiveness of 

which is not predicated on the need for significant consumer action or engagement (which 

may not always occur in practice). Plug-in generation potentially offers real benefit to 

consumers and barriers should be as low as reasonably possible so that consumers are 

best enabled to take advantage of those benefits. 

 

The Authority’s approach should minimise reliance on consumer participation with Code 

requirements, while leveraging existing processes to manage risks. The Registry, with well-

designed modifications, could be used to maintain a register of know plug in generation 

units. Retailers are likely to be the most natural point of contact for consumers who want to 

be paid for export, but can also act as a secondary source of information on registration / 

compliance requirements. Reverse power indicators appear to offer a means of identifying 

plug-in generation export which will allow retailers to follow up on evidence of potential usage 

of unregistered plug-in generation. However, retailers are unlikely to be able to “pick up” the 

use of plug-in generation by other means. Usage information is likely to be a poor indicator, 

and plug-in generation that does not create a reverse power indicator flag (i.e. because its 

output stays below usage at the ICP, or because the ICP does not have a smart meter) will 

go unflagged. 

 

The most significant opportunity to provide consumers with information and education is 

likely to be at the initial point of purchase of plug-in generation. Meridian considers that plug-



















