
8 September 2017 

Meridian Energy Limited, 
Christchurch  
PO Box 2146  
Christchurch 8140  

Dear Sir/Madam 

Notice of Decision Resource Consent Review 

Record Number(s):   CRC180721 (to replace CRC ) 
Applicant Name:    Meridian Energy Limited, Christchurch 
Activity Description: to use water up to a maximum rate of 650 cubic metres per 

second at or about map reference NZMS 260 I40:060-101 
(Waitaki Power Station) for the purpose of Power Generation. 

Decision:  Granted 

Decision 

The decision of Environment Canterbury is to change your consent , pursuant to 
sections 128, 132, 104 and 108, and subject to Part 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, to the terms and conditions specified in the attached 
resource consent document(s).  The reasons for the decision are: 

a) Any adverse effects on the environment as a result of the changes to the
conditions are minor; and

b) The recommended conditions ensure the consent is consistent with Plan Change
3 to the Waitaki Plan.

Commencement of consent changes 
The changes to your resource consent take effect from the date of this letter advising 
you of the decision.  If you object to or appeal this decision, the commencement date will 
then be the date on which the decision on the objection or appeal is determined. 

Your rights of objection and appeal 

� Objection to Decision 
If you do not agree with the decision of the consent authority, you may object to 
the whole or any part in accordance with Section 357A(1)(g) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (RMA).  Notice of any objection must be in writing and 
lodged with Environment Canterbury within 15 working days of receipt of this 
decision in accordance with Section 357C(1) of the RMA. 

• Right to Appeal
You may appeal the decision of the consent authority to the Environment Court in
accordance with section 120 of the RMA.  The notice of appeal must be lodged
with the Court within 15 working days of receipt of this decision, at PO Box 2069,



 
 

Christchurch. A copy of the appeal should also be forwarded to Environment 
Canterbury within the same timeframe. 
 

If you are in any doubt about the correct procedures, you should seek legal advice. 
 
Further information about your consent 

A report has been prepared, with officer recommendations, to provide information to the 
decision makers.  If you require a copy of the report please contact our Customer 
Services section. You can find online information about your consent document at 
www.ecan.govt.nz/yourconsent.pdf. 
 
Queries 

For all queries please contact Customer Services Section quoting your CRC number 
noted above. 
 
Thank you for helping us make Canterbury a great place to live 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Consents Planning Section 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

RESOURCE CONSENT CRC180721  

Pursuant to Section 104 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

The Canterbury Regional Council (known as Environment Canterbury) 
 

GRANTS TO: Meridian Energy Limited, Christchurch 

A WATER PERMIT (S14): to use water up to a maximum rate of 650 cubic metres per 
second at or about map reference NZMS 260 I40:060-101 
(Waitaki Power Station) for the purpose of Power Generation. 

COMMENCEMENT DATE: 08 September 2017 

EXPIRY DATE: 30 April 2025 

LOCATION: Waitaki Power Station, Lake Waitaki 
 

 
SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
  
0 This right is subject to the Conditions 1,2,4,5,6,8,21,22 as per attached schedule 

 
1 The Grantee shall exercise this right in conjunction with all other rights which the Grantee 

holds in connection with the generation of electricity within the Waitaki River system, in 
such a manner as to minimise, as far as practicable, any adverse effects of the exercise of 
the rights on the Waitaki River system.  
 

2 The Grantee shall measure and record the lake water levels, related to mean sea level 
(Lyttelton datum), at a frequency not less than every 60 minutes, to the satisfaction of the 
Water resources Manager, Canterbury Regional Council, and the records supplied to the 
Council annually.  
 

4 The Grantee shall erect and maintain signs warning of the danger of the fluctuations in the 
river/lake level at points of public access to the river/lake between Fishermans Bend and 
Waitaki Dam, to the satisfaction of the Water Resources Manager, Canterbury Regional 
Council.  
 

5 a. The consent holder shall ensure that the following dam safety reviews of the 
Waitaki Dam are undertaken, and shall be carried out as a minimum in accordance 
with the New Zealand Society of Large Dam's Dam Safety Guidelines, dated 
November 2000, or subsequent editions. 

i. A Comprehensive Safety Review, to be carried out five yearly, by 
independent, appropriately qualified personnel. 

ii. A Civil Review, to be carried out annually. 
b. Reports detailing the findings of each review shall be provided to Canterbury 

Regional Council as detailed below. The reports shall include comment on any 
specific issues pertaining to the hydraulic safety of the structure. 

i. A report detailing the findings of each Comprehensive Safety Review shall 
be provided to Canterbury Regional Council within two months of the 
completion of each review. 

ii. A report detailing the findings of each Civil Review shall be provided to 
Canterbury Regional Council by 30 September each year for the review 
ended 30 June in the same year.  
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6 The Grantee shall exercise this right, in relation to the Design Flood Level, Maximum 
Control Level, Minimum Control Level and Extreme Minimum Control Level, in accordance 
with the provisions contained in "Waitaki Power Stations, Appendix A, Extracts of Waitaki 
Operating Rules (9 November 1990) as modified by an order pursuant to section 122 of 
the Electricity Industry Act 2010" (attached).  
 

8 The Grantee shall manage and operate spill flows in accordance with the provisions 
contained in "Waitaki Power Stations, Appendix A, Extracts of Waitaki Operating Rules (9 
November 1990) as modified by an order pursuant to section 122 of the Electricity Industry 
Act 2010" (attached).  
 

21 The Grantee shall design, install (prior to 1 May 1996), operate and maintain a native fish 
pass on the following Dams: Benmore, Aviemore and Waitaki (at or about Map 
References; H39:894-232, I40:002-134 and I40:060-101) to the satisfaction of the Water 
Resources Manager, Canterbury Regional Council, following consultation with the Ngai 
Tahu Maori Trust Board.  
 

22 Before midnight on 31 August 2017, the Grantee shall maintain a flow of at least 120 cubic 
metres per second in the Waitaki River as measured immediately below the Waitaki Dam 
(at or about Map Reference I40:060-101), PROVIDED HOWEVER that lower flows shall 
be maintained whenever considered necessary for emergency public safety purposes, and 
requested by the Water Resources Manager, Canterbury Regional Council.  
 

22.1 On or after midnight on 31 August 2017,  except as provided for in Conditions 22.2 and 
22.3, the Grantee shall maintain the flows in the Waitaki River, calculated as the mean flow 
over a 24-hour period from midnight-to-midnight New Zealand Standard Time,  of being at 
least:  

a. 150 cubic metres per second; plus 

b. The Flows for Activities as set out in Table 1 below:  

Table 1:  Flows for Activities  

Month 
Cubic metres 
per second 

October to March 

 

40  

 
April and September 

 

22  

 
May and August 

 

12  

 
June and July 

 

8 

 
 
(together “the flows”) 
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22.2 a. Upon certification by the Canterbury Regional Council of an Alternative Flow 
Proposal, the Grantee may reduce the flows required by Condition 22.1(b) to those 
flows necessary to meet the Actual Requirements of Activities, as defined in (c) 
below. 

b. Certification of an Alternative Flow Proposal in (a) shall be given provided the 
following conditions are met: 

i. the Alternative Flow Proposal is submitted to the Canterbury Regional 
Council - Attention Regional Leader – Compliance Monitoring; and 

ii. the Alternative Flow Proposal includes a monthly profile of the flows 
necessary to meet the Actual Requirements of Activities for the period that 
is specified, not being more than 12 months; and 

iii. the Alternative Flow Proposal has been calculated and prepared in 
consultation with the Waitaki Irrigators Collective Limited (WIC) (including 
any successor to WIC) and any affected consent holder who is not a 
member of WIC, and evidence of this consultation is submitted to the 
Canterbury Regional Council 

c. For the purpose of this condition, Actual Requirements of Activities means: 

i. the instantaneous rates of take authorised by water permits that are within 
the Allocation Limit set out in Rule 2, Table 3B, row xvii (c) and are subject 
to a cessation flow determined in accordance with Rule 2, Table 3A, Rows 8 
and 9 of the Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan (As certified 
as true and correct on 25 August 2016 and reproduced below); less 

ii. the instantaneous rates of take authorised by such water permits in (c)(i) 
above where for the period such permits will not be given effect to; less 

iii. any instantaneous rates of take for such water permits in (c)(i) above where 
for the period the take will not occur in full or in part (if known).  

Rule 2, Table 3B, row xvii 

 Water 
bodies 

Environmental Flow regimes 

xvii. Lower 
Waitaki 
River 

 

c.  An allocation limit of 79 m3/s, not counting any flows 
abstracted from the Lower Waitaki River above Black 
Point that are returned to the Lower Waitaki River 
above Black Point; plus an allocation of 10 m3/s 
reserved for enhancing mahinga kai and Te Rūnanga o 
Arowhenua, Te Rūnanga o Waihao and Te Rūnanga o 
Moeraki have been consulted plus an allocation of 1 
m3/s reserved for augmentation flows for Wainono 
Lagoon. 
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 Rule 2, Table 3A, Rows 8 and 9 

 

 
22.3 a. Upon approval of the ‘calculated natural inflows’ method as set out in b) below, 

when the calculated natural catchment inflows above the Waitaki Dam for the 
rolling preceding 7 day period are less than the flows required by Condition 22.1, 
the flows in Condition 22.1 may be reduced by the consent holder to the equivalent 
flows of the calculated natural inflows above the Waitaki Dam. 

b. The calculated natural inflows above the Waitaki Dam are: 

i. The combined natural catchment inflows above the Waitaki Dam derived 
from available information using a method that is certified as appropriate by 
a qualified and experienced hydrologist; and 

ii. The certified method has been submitted to and approved by the Chief 
Executive of the Canterbury Regional Council as complying with i) above. 

c. At a minimum, the Grantee shall give within the 24-hour midnight-to-midnight New 
Zealand Standard Time period immediate prior to reducing flows notice of the 
intention to exercise a) above to the Canterbury Regional Council; Attention 
Regional Leader – Compliance Monitoring. 
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22.4 On or after midnight on 31 August 2017, the Grantee shall pass flows into the Lower 
Waitaki River of at least 450 cubic metres per second for a duration of not less than 24-
hours 7 times per calendar year of which no fewer than 2 must be in the period 1 February 
to 31 March. 

 
22.5 On or after midnight on 31 August 2017, the flows required by Conditions 22.1, 22.2, 22.3 

and 22.4 shall be measured at the Kurow recorder (Water level recording site number 
71104).   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annexure B Waitaki Power Stations Appendix A Extracts of Waitaki Operating Rules (9 November 1990) As 
modified by an order pursuant to Section 122 of the Electricity Industry Act 2010 
… 
6.2 Operating Procedure 
The normal minimum flow is 120 m3/s (20MW). 
With the agreement of the Manager, Operations and Rural Services, Canterbury Regional Council, an 
extreme minimum flow of 90 m3/s (15 MW) is permitted. 
… 
 
 
Issued at Christchurch on 08 September 2017 
 
Canterbury Regional Council 


































