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Waipā Networks Submissions: 
 

• 2A: Requiring distributors to pay a rebate when consumers supply electricity at peak times 
• 2B & 2C: Improving pricing plan options for consumers: Time-varying retail pricing for 

electricity consumption and supply 
 
Waipā Networks thanks the Energy Competition Task Force for the opportunity to submit regarding 
these two papers.  Given the papers are closely linked, we have written this single cover letter 
summarising our key positions on the topics covered.  These views are expanded further in the two 
attached appendices. 
 
Waipā Networks supports the idea in principle that consumers should receive some form of rebate 
when injection results in network benefit.  In practice however, determining when such benefits 
occur is extremely challenging.  The benefits would be dependent on factors such as location, time 
of year, time of day, the predictability of the injection, the injection from other distributed 
generators in the vicinity and any planned network capital works.  All these factors combined 
suggest any rebates would likely be short-lived and small in both quantity and value meaning they 
are unlikely to provide any material benefit to distributed generators. Despite this, it is important in 
the interests of fairness that any rebates provided by distributors are seen by distributed generators.  
 
When considering the broader concepts of price signalling and cost-reflectivity, we believe the Task 
Force should go further than requiring Retailers to simply offer time-varying tariff and injection price 
options, which may or may not reflect distribution price signals.  We believe that pass-through of 
distribution pricing should be mandated for all Retailers and this should be in the form of itemised 
distribution charges/rebates on customer bills. This means customers see the full distribution costs 
associated with their property and can respond to price signals accordingly.  This promotes efficient 
use of the network and reduces costs which can subsequently be reflected in lower distribution 
prices. 
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