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Future Security and Reliability team 
Electricity Authority 
By email: fsr@ea.govt.nz 
 
 
Dear team, 
 
Re: Consultation Paper - The future operation of New Zealand’s power system – Issues and high-
level options 

The Independent Electricity Generators Association Inc. (IEGA) appreciates the opportunity to make 
this submission on the Electricity Authority’s (Authority) discussion on issues and high-level options 
for the future operation of New Zealand’s power system.1 

The IEGA’s understanding of the Authority’s interest is to shape future governance of real-time 
dispatch when demand is increasing, and there are more and smaller participants and consumers 
connected to distribution networks that are interested in being involved with a range of objectives 
relating to their energy production and use. The consultation paper appears to focus on participation 
by end consumers connected to the low voltage part of the distribution network. 

The IEGA’s interest is to ensure arrangements are equitable for distributed flexibility participation 
whether offered by commercial organisations or individual consumers and regardless of whether 
there is a Total DSO, Total TSO or Hybrid DSO model.  

Distributed flexibility 

The consultation paper describes Distributed Energy Resources (DER) and then describes Consumer 
Energy Resources (CER) as a subset.  The IEGA prefers MBIE’s approach outlined in its Electricity 
Market Measures Report to generation and demand activities connected to distribution networks.  

MBIE’s Electricity Market Measures discussion paper2 used “the term ‘distributed flexibility’ to 
describe all types of demand side flexibility, demand response and flexibility from distributed 
generation and batteries. Distributed flexibility can be provided by large scale distributed energy 
resources (DER), or household-level consumer energy resources (CER).” 

“DER are business-owned assets, and their primary purpose can be either to provide energy 
system services or to provide business services. They are generally larger in kW/kWh and can be 

 
1 The Committee has signed off this submission on behalf of members. 
2 See Section 10 pages 285 - 359 https://www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/26909-measures-for-transition-to-an-expanded-
and-highly-renewable-electricity-system-pdf   August 2023 






