
 

 

  

Data types for clause 2.16 notices 

This document sets out guidance on the data types that may be used in clause 2.16 notices 

published from September 2025. Previous and future notices may include other data types.  Where 

a notice specifies the data types (as in the Retail market monitoring notice, Appendix A – Protocol 

Specifications), then the notice should be taken as the main reference. 

This document is guidance only.  For specific clause 2.16 notices, the requirements as set out in 

the notice may differ.  Where there is any conflict between these guidelines and a clause 2.16 

notice, the notice prevails.  

This guidance may be updated in future.  

 

  

Data type Description Example 

Text (or 
String) 

Used for text responses of any length (such as 
words, sentences, etc). Special characters can be 
included in the text.  

Electricity Authority 

or 

Nothing else to disclose! 

Char(n) Short for character. It is a text field where the 
maximum number of characters (n) is specified.  

Char(8): ABCD1234 or  

Char(1): Y 

Date Specify how dates are written. We require people to 
use the ISO 8601 format: YYYY-MM-DD 

2025-08-15  

Time ISO 8601 format time. 24 hours, leading zeros, 
optional colon separator. Optional minutes, seconds, 
and sub-second (decimal separator) values. 
HH:MM:SS.SSS 

14:56:28.123 or  

23:50:00 

Timestamp Date and time in ISO 8601 format:  

YYYY-MM-DDTHH:MM:SS.SSS+hh:mm 

Where T is a time designator to indicate the start of 
the representation of local time of day. 

 +hh:mm indicates the local time difference to UTC 
(Coordinated Universal Time). 

2005-01-
01T02:00:00.000+13:00 

Decimal(n,d) Decimal is a numeric data type. Here (n) refers to 
the maximum total number of decimal digits to be 
stored, while (d) is the number of decimal digits that 
are stored to the right of the decimal point. 

123.45 

Integer An integer data type represents whole numbers 
without decimals or fractional components. These 
numbers can be positive, negative, or zero. 
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