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Submitted via email to distribution.feedback@ea.govt.nz  

Consultation Paper – Improving visibility of significant distributed generation and load projects- 
clause 2.16 information notice 

 

Introduction 

1. Orion welcomes the opportunity to submit on the consultation paper ‘Improving visibility of 
significant distributed generation and load projects clause 2.16 information notice.1  

2. Orion owns and operates the electricity distribution infrastructure in central Canterbury, 
including Ōtautahi Christchurch city and Selwyn District. Our network is both rural and urban and 
extends over 8,000 square kilometres from the Waimakariri River in the north to the Rakaia River 
in the south; from the Canterbury coast to Arthur’s Pass. We deliver electricity to more than 
233,000 homes and businesses and are New Zealand’s third largest Electricity Distribution 
Business (EDB).  

3. We have answered the questions posed by the Electricity Authority (EA) in the EA’s submission 
table in Appendix A. 

Additional Comments 

4. Orion submits concern about the onerous level of detail asked for in the draft notice. We question 
whether increasing the level of information collected and reported will meet the objective of 
increasing investment. From our perspective, being required to gather the level of information 
proposed will disproportionately increase costs and drain resources for EDBs, as well as create 
further barriers for developers, particularly around commercial sensitivity.  

5. We are comfortable with the high-level data categories indicated in paragraph 5.34 of the 
consultation paper, however the more detailed information set out in Appendix A of the 
consultation paper (the draft notice) goes well beyond what is anticipated to be published by the 
EA. This raises concern over regulatory reach and what is reasonably within the control of the 
EDB. We submit that if the EA proceed with the information requirements, it should focus on 
gathering the higher-level information set out in paragraph 5.34 without requiring the detailed 
breakdown set out in Appendix A of the consultation paper. 

 

1 https://www.ea.govt.nz/documents/8433/Improving visibility of significant distributed generation load projects - co K9Otf6O.pdf 
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6. The EA will be aware that EDB will be publishing pipeline information, Transpower will be 
publishing pipeline information and EA will be publishing pipeline information.  There is a risk of 
data duplication and version management in terms of publication timing and data timing.  We 
question whether there is value in the EA publishing another pipeline. 

7. Orion submits that EA decisions (connection process and pricing) and this draft notice are not 
well sequenced in terms of timing and frequency. This impacts implementation productivity and 
informs our submission on timings and frequency of the notice data. 

8. Orion also submits concern about the information being requested of us and its confidentiality.  
There is a very real risk that EDBs will not be able to compel information of developers on behalf 
of the EA, and that there will be a wide interpretation and variability in understanding of what is 
and isn’t confidential. 

Concluding remarks 

9. This submission is not confidential and can be publicly disclosed.  
 

10. If you have any questions or queries on aspects of this submission which you would like to 
discuss, please contact us on 03 363 9898. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Head of Revenue and Regulation 

  












