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Kia Ora

We support the Electricity Authority proposals to improve export limits for small-

scale distributed generation (DG) by:

o setting a default 10kW export limit (with allowance to set lower limits where
appropriate based on an industry-developed assessment methodology) for
small scale distributed generation connections (up to 10kW capacity),

o setting default voltage response settings for inverters (using Australian
setting) and allowing for distributors to set different settings where
appropriate.

We support the Electricity Authority proposals to improve export limits for large-

scale distributed generation (DG) by:

o mandating distributors to use an industry-developed bespoke export limits
assessment method to set export limits for larger DG

o Mandating the use of the latest inverter performance standard for low
voltage DG

Making sure the way bespoke export limits are set for many small businesses,
community groups, farms and households who want to install more than 10kW
of solar is really important to get right, so that unnecessary limits are not placed
on the scale of their solar and battery installations. This critical group of
customers installing mid size solar are typically not resourced to engage in the
connection process with distributors in the same way that the large utility scale
distributed solar and battery firms are. Therefore it's important that the
proposed assessment method that distributors use is transparent, fair and its
use is monitored by the Electricity Authority to ensure it is not used to
unnecessarily limit distributed generation.

Allowing for distributors to set lower default limits than 10kW where appropriate
using an industry-developed export limits assessment methodology, might be
needed in specific situations but it should not be used as a way for EDBs to
avoid improving network management approaches to support more customer
solar investment and continuing to impose arbitrary unnecessary export limits.
Electricity Authority scrutiny should be applied here, to monitor use.

Currently, there are arbitrary restrictions on the amount of power those with
rooftop solar and batteries connected to distribution networks can export to the



grid. Higher export limits should speed up distributed generation (eg rooftop
solar) and battery adoption rates because the payback period will be reduced
and there will be an incentive to install bigger systems. This will increase
savings for homeowners and also help bring down the price of electricity for
everyone on the network.

There is a huge benefit to us locally here in Hawke's Bay and we have case
studies and person experience of people lowering their power bill and tackling cost
of living. We are the sunniest region in Hawke's bay and want to encourage more
rooftop solar for a sustainable future for the region. Events like Cyclone Gabrille
has shown us how desperately we need to build resilience in the region. This will
incentivise the community and ensure we are able to face climate change events
in the future.

Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions.
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