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To whom it may concern, 

Electricity Networks Aotearoa (ENA) is the industry membership body that represents the 
electricity distribution businesses (EDBs) that take power from the national grid and deliver it 
to homes and businesses (our members are listed in Appendix A). 

EDBs employ over 7,800 people, deliver energy to more than two million homes and 
businesses, and have invested $6.2 billion in network assets over the last five years. ENA 
harnesses members’ collective expertise to promote safe, reliable, and affordable power for 
consumers. 

We welcome the opportunity to provide feedback to the Electricity Authority (the Authority) 
on its consultation on Maximising benefits from local electricity generation. ENA supports the 
intent of the Authority’s proposal, that consumers should be able to maximise the value of 
their investments in small-scale distributed generation (SSDG).  

We’ve observed the success South Australia Power Networks (SAPN) have had with their 
flexible export regime – allowing all SSDG consumers to have a fair share of network capacity, 
as conditions allow. This would be a more sophisticated and equitable approach to managing 
export constraints and could be extended to other technologies (e.g. Vehicle To Grid, small-
scale batteries, etc) as these are adopted by consumers. We strongly recommend that the 
Authority take additional time to reconsider this proposal and adapt it to more readily allow 
for the adoption of dynamic export limits by EDBs. 

In addition to this recommendation, we have a number of other concerns about this proposal: 

• Allowing SSDG customers to export at 10kW (unless a lower limit is otherwise 
justified) introduces a significant ‘first mover’ advantage for those early SSDG 
customers. 

• The ‘Australia A’ settings proposed as the default may not be appropriate for New 
Zealand – in particular the frequency response settings appear to be outside the 
range Transpower considers optimal. It is not clear that the Authority has conducted a 
robust technical assessment to determine if all elements of the Australia A’ settings 
are appropriate. 

• The proposals described in the paper do not entirely reflect the full scope and effect 
of the proposed Code drafting, though we appreciate this may simply be unintended. 



Our responses to the specific consultation questions are attached as Appendix B of this 
submission. We’re very happy to discuss this subject further with the Authority, if that would 
be of use to you. Please contact Richard Le Gros, Policy and Innovation Manager 

, in the first instance. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Le Gros 
Policy and Innovation Manager 
Electricity Networks Aotearoa



 

Appendix A: ENA Members 
Electricity Networks Aotearoa makes this submission along with the support of its members, listed 
below. 

• Alpine Energy 

• Aurora Energy 

• Buller Electricity 

• Centralines 

• Counties Energy 

• Electra 

• EA Networks 

• Firstlight Network 

• Horizon Energy Distribution 

• MainPower NZ 

• Marlborough Lines 

• Nelson Electricity 

• Network Tasman 

• Network Waitaki 

• Northpower 

• Orion New Zealand 

• Powerco 

• PowerNet (which manages The Power Company, Electricity Invercargill, OtagoNet and Lakeland 
Network) 

• Scanpower 

• The Lines Company 

• Top Energy 

• Unison Networks 

• Vector 

• Waipa Networks 

• WEL Networks 

• Wellington Electricity Lines 

• Westpower


























