


homeowners—hardly the profile of a “large generator” that would justify bespoke
negotiations or exclusion.

The peak export tariff will provide a fair incentive for customers to combine battery storage
with solar and to support distributed generation where it is most valuable. This not only
reduces the need for expensive network upgrades and helps everyone’s bills, but also
builds local resilience. Community centres, marae, and shared residential hubs like ours
could act as lifelines in outages, a role that will only become more vital as extreme weather
events become common.

The cost of electricity networks is crucial, representing roughly half of most households’
power bills and expected to be the main driver of future price rises. Reducing and
deferring network investment by encouraging smarter, decentralised solutions helps make
energy more affordable and secure for everyone.

In our rural area, solar and batteries are both an economic and community win. They offer
new revenue streams, help contain system costs, and enable practical rollouts of services
like public or shared EV charging—especially important in remote regions like Golden Bay.

The proposed restrictive definition of “small business” will be a step backwards—denying
customers and communities the tools and incentives they need to help make our electricity
supply more flexible, resilient, and affordable.

If the Authority feels a limit is required, it should be set far higher—at a level that includes
all genuine community groups, businesses, and typical non-utility users, up to 1 MW of
generation capacity. This would ensure local organisations are not unfairly excluded, while
still excluding industrial or utility-scale generators.

Had we received a fairer payout for peak exports, our group would have been able to
accelerate investment in further battery capacity and more ambitious EV charging
infrastructure—delivering even more benefit to our residents and the wider community by
supporting the grid when it’s most valuable.

Thank you for considering this feedback from a real world perspective, based on lived
experience as local residents dedicated to supporting the energy transition while keeping
things fair and workable.

Regards,

Duane Fernandes
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